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WINDOWS 7—WORTH UPGRADING?
An Insider’s Perspective

Sven Latham
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It seems like only yesterday that Windows Vista, Microsoft's hotly anticipated Operating System,
was hitting the headlines. This time round, the next new version of Windows - Windows 7 - seems
to be making a much quieter entrance.

On 22 October, Windows 7 will
be generally available for retail -
some customers already have
access, but should you consider
upgrading?

Certainly in the IT world there are
positive noises being made about
Windows 7. Speaking with fellow
IT professionals the main benefits
are good; sensible interface, im-
proved security and manage-
ment, and improved ways of
working with your devices.

A lot of these comments, how-
ever, are usually followed with a
standard remark, "it's what Win-
dows Vista should have been."
Indeed, anybody having recently
splashed out on Vista will be
wondering why they should have
to pay again for what many see
as a glorified update. Whether or
not this is a valid assertion, initial
sales of Windows 7 look promis-
ing. Amazon reported impressive
sales when Windows 7 went on
pre-order back in July: in eight
hours it outstripped Vista's pre-
order performance over 17
weeks.

Those who shunned Vista when it
first came out for being 'immature
and bloated' will now be paying
Windows 7 due attention. Micro-
soft have worked hard to improve
the speed and requirements for
Windows 7 and many would
agree there is now a compelling
reason to upgrade from Windows
XP - now eight years old.

Timeline

August 1995 - Windows 95
June 1998 - Windows 98
February 2000 - Windows 2000
September 2000 - Windows ME
October 2001 - Windows XP
January 2007 - Windows Vista
October 2009 - Windows 7

Source: microsoft.com

So What’s an ‘Operating System’?!

Operating Systems are the directing
force behind your computer. They al-
low the various parts of your computer
to work together, from the hard disk to
the DVD drive, the webcam to your
wireless network. Operating Systems
ensure these bits of equipment, as well
as your various programs, work effi-
ciently an smoothly.

Microsoft's Windows XP is by far the
most popular at 65% usage, Vista has
approximately 20% market share and
Apple's Mac OS has a 5% share. Linux
is also a well-known Operating System
within the IT community.

In any case, if you are still running
Windows XP on your business or
personal computers you may not
have an option in a few years.
While Microsoft are suggesting
extended support until 2014, it
may be another matter for the myr-
iad applications developed be-
tween now and then, which may
have their own requirements.

Conventional wisdom in IT is to
wait until any new Operating Sys-
tem has been out for a little while.
This usually gives both Microsoft
and third parties enough time to
work out any outstanding wrinkles
with their programs, and manufac-
turers to provide support for their
devices with the new Operating
System.

So should you consider taking
the plunge and upgrading?

Well, in short, there are clear
benefits - particularly in terms of
productivity, support and manage-
ment. Support for XP will begin to
erode and, in any case, it is an
eight-year old Operating System
beginning to show its age.

Any upgrade is not to be taken
lightly and you will need to ensure
all your computers, hardware and
software will continue to work with
this brand new version of Win-
dows. Caution is required, but the
benefits should become clear as
you experience this new and excit-
ing Operating System.

Can Latham IT help you improve your systems, let us know and we’d be pleased to chat further
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